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NOTE: Although the governor announced his budget recommendations for higher
education in late February, universities did not receive details about those
recommendations until last week.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
GOVERNOR RECOMMENDS

5.8

PERCENT BUDGET INCREASE FOR EIU

CHARLESTON -- Gov. George Ryan has proposed a

$4,395,100 (5.8 percent)

increase for Eastern Illinois University's general and income funds operating budget for
fiscal year 2002, which would bring Eastern's total operating budget to

$80,787,500

compared to $76,392,400 last fiscal year.
This overall increase recommendation for FY 2002 incorporates a 7 percent
increase in general funds (state tax) - the highest of all public universities - and a

3.2

percent increase in income fund (tuition and fee) monies.
"We are pleased with the governor's fiscal year 2002 budget recommendation
to the Illinois General Assembly. This recommendation will ensure the continuation of
our long-standing tradition to provide quality education for the citizens of Illinois. We are
-more-
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ast�m Illinois Uni�ersi emphasiz�s distin�uished teaching in the liberal arts, sciences and selected professions. A traditional,
.
resIdential state umverstty ofrecogmzed quahty, Eastern enrolls more than 10,000 students in undergraduate and graduate programs.

The university, located in Charleston, also serves the region through a variety ofnon-credit and off-site degree programs, as well as cultural
and recreational opportunities. Eastern's pursuit of excellence attracts well-qualified students of an increasingly diverse popUlation and a
teaching faculty active in research and public service who utilize the latest technology.
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BUDGET RECOMMENDATION

also appreciative of the efforts of Sen. Judy Myers and Rep. Dale Righter and the IBHE
in supporting our FY 2002 budget request," said Jill Nilsen, acting vice president for
external relations.
For FY 2002, Eastern requested an $11,819,800 or 15.3 percent general and
income funds increase and the IBHE recommended a $4,493,200 or 5.9 percent
increase.
Gov. Ryan's budget recommendation for higher education will be presented to
the Illinois Board of Higher Education for action at its April 10 meeting. The General
Assembly is expected to finalize the budget appropriation by the end of June.
The governor's budget recommendation for FY 2002 preserves funding for a

"3+2+1" salary initiative - a base average salary increase of 3 percent for faculty and
staff, plus a 2 percent salary increase to recruit and retain critical faculty and staff, plus
a 1 percent institutional match to recruit and retain critical faculty and staff.
Eliminated from the governor's budget recommendation is funding for cost
increases related to utilities and libraries, which means Eastern will not receive an

increase of $60,300 (3 percent) for utilities or $37,800 (3 percent) for library
acquisitions.
The governor has endorsed the IBHE's recommendation to fund a number of
academic initiatives at Eastern, including $100,000 to hire faculty and staff who will
support a bachelor of science degree in computer information systems, $100,000 to
support an alternative teacher certification program, $348,500 for technology enhanced
-more-
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and delivered instruction and $690,000 for academic base support, which includes
enhancing instructional equipment to ensure that students are appropriately prepared in
their disciplines.
Eastern would also receive $156,700 to reduce the backlog of deferred
maintenance. The university has requested $750,000 annually for deferred
maintenance since 1996, receiving $1.5 million through FY 2001.
The governor has also endorsed the IBHE's recommendation to fund Eastern's

$40 million Doudna Fine Arts Center building project and proposed $676,000 in capital
renewal funding to reconfigure space in McAfee Gymnasium to better accommodate
instruction and to renovate the plumbing and electrical systems when Booth Library is
completed. Library Services is occupying McAfee during the renovation of Booth.
The governor's budget recommendation does not include funding recommended
by the IBHE for a $2.5 million project to extend a chilled water loop south of Garfield
Avenue to three major academic buildings and four residence halls on Eastern's
campus.

Gov. Ryan has recommended approximately $4.9 million in funding for a
project to convert public television stations at five public universities, including Eastern,
to digital operations. Eastern would receive $814,444 in FY 2002 - the third year of
funding.
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